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Abstract 
 

       Long gloried as a writer of home life, Dickens devotes his energy and talent 

to scritinizing the middle-class family structure in his novels. His portrayals of 

middle-class households are full of perplexing contradictions. Adopting a social and 

historical approach, this study examines how Dickens works the complexity of 

Victorian middle-class family structure into his novels. 

      The first part of this study discusses numerous Victorian concerns involving  

 the family by examining modern social and historical studies and various nineteen- 

 century essays published in major Victorian journals. Among these concerns are 

 marriage, the household structure, the meaning of love, the roles of women,  

 children, and siblings. By broadly applying Raymond Williams’s analytic model 

 of cultural process (the dominant, the residual, the emergent) , this analysis  

 presents a multiple picture of the Victorian middle-class family, challenging the  

 myths and stereotypes established in the works of such prominent spokespersons 

 on these subjects as John Ruskin and Covertry Patmore. 

      Growing out of the preceding analysis, the second part of the dissertation 

 Discusses how dominant, residual, and . . . . 
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