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The “Xin(new)” look on the artifacts:
The culture observation of Measures,
bronze mirrors and coin in Wang Mang period

Abstract

From the handed down or unearthed artifacts, it can be observed that the
artifacts in the Wang Mang period were quite delicate. Dai Xi(#{ZE) called Wang
Mang(F-3F) the first ancient currency designer. Wang Guowei( T-[E[#ff) praised
the measure of Hsin Dynasty (Bi3F5 &) as an immortal treasure. The bronze
mirrors were in the research focus of the bronze-stone scholars in Qing Dynasty.
In the past 60 years, more excavated objects in the Wang Mang period have been
unearthed in the archaeological excavations of ancient Hang Dynasty tombs. It is
evident that the efforts put in the design and casting of the artifacts were extensive.
Therefore, this paper attempts to explore shapes, graphic designs, materials, and
textures of measures, bronze mirrors, and coins. The paper also explains why
Wang Mang put efforts into the casting system, and the ideas and measures of
casting objects in the Wang Mang period, which is different from the “wares of
ritual(li)” culture in Zhou Dynasty and exhibits the new form of “wares of doctrine
(dao).”

Keywords: Wang-Mang, Hsin Dynasty, Han Dynasty, Artifacts culture,
Empire and Communications
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