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Women and faith

in Fo-ting-hsin-t’o-lo-ni-ching
Fukuda Motoko

Abstract

Fo-ting-hsin-t o-lo-ni-ching is an apocryphal sutra that was popular in
eastern Asia. The third tale of the last volume of this sutra has a deep relationship
to the foundation of the folklore called “Dunning ghost.” The story of the third
tale of the last volume of the Fo-ting-hsin-t’o-lo-ni-ching is that there was a
woman who had poisoned a man in her previous life, the victim was reborn as her
child, and the child caused his mother harm. This can be said to be the first kind of
the “Dunning ghost” stories. In “Dunning ghost” stories, most debtors are fathers.
Mothers are seldom mentioned, and so the story of Fo-ting-hsin-t’o-lo-ni-ching is
very interesting.

This essay analyzes the epilogues of the old printed books of
Fo-ting-hsin-t’o-lo-ni-ching and episodes from i-chien-chih and Chin p’ing
mei, reveales how ancient people, especially women, accepted and believed in
this sutra. What is emphasized in the “Dunning ghost” stories is “debt,” because
financial problems are in the male sector of traditional Chinese society. The
female adherents of the sutra made much account of birth and childcare itself.

These women not only believed in the sutra, but also published and spread it.

Keywords: Fo-ting-hsin-t’o-lo-ni-ching, apocryphal sutra, epilogue, novel, women
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