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The Filial Piety and Crime in the Collection

of Adjudication from the Tang Dynasty
Lin, Kuei-ju

Abstract

Filial piety has been observed and implemented by Chinese rulers during
all historical periods and the Tang Dynasty (618-907) is no exception. The
so-called texts of adjudication describing filial piety or its lack can be found in
selections of scholars as quasi-adjudication texts. Quasi-adjudication texts use
numerous literary skills such as antithesis and quotations, therefore they are also
called rhythmical adjudications, meaning that they consider not only political
aptitude but also cultural knowledge. The researches of this type of adjudication
texts all along emphasize legal history or use its literary representations as
examples of the metrical writing of the Tang Dynasty, but lack thematic
discussion. This article uses filial piety to analyze the relationship between law
and literature in Long jin feng sui pan (FEFHEREH| ) , Bai dao pan (HE¥]) ,
Wenming pan ji can juan( SCHAF|EERES: ), and Wenyuan yinghua( SCHEHEHE ).
Firstly, the definition of filial piety and the dispute types at that time are discussed
based on two collected works: Long jin feng sui pan by Zhang Zhuo( 7E%& )and
Bai dao pan by Bai Juyi ( HJE %)) . Since quasi-adjudication texts always need
literary quotations, I list stories of filial piety from encyclopedias such as Yiwen
lei ju (B XCEEE ) , Chu xue ji (F1E32) and Baishi liu tie shi lei ji ( HK
7NMEEE2EEE ) published during the same period. Secondly, the adjudication texts
of the Tang Dynasty collected in the book Wenyuan yinghua are discussed and
its comparison to the theme of xiao gan (Z£Jg&K ) from the other anthologies is

analyzed. Finally, based on Wenming pan ji can juan, the article expounds on
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all the observations. Taking the collections of adjudication texts as a starting
point, this study tries to explain how the editors and writers selected the
hypothetic cases to analyze the way these anthologies used classical filial piety
stories in dialogue with authoritarian filial piety to judge whether filial piety is
displayed, while considering factors such as literariness and practicality. It also
shows the influence of the time period and authors’ background on the meaning

of adjudication from the stories of filial piety.

Keywords: Wenyuan yinghua, Baishi liu tie, Wenming pan ji, Bai dao pan, xiao gan
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