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The Blending of “Heart” and “Thing”:

On Tea Writing in Xiao Xiao’s Prose

Lee, Tsui-Ying
Associate Professor,
Department of Chinese Linguistics and Literature,

Yuan-Ze University

Abstract

This paper takes Xiao Xiao’s tea essays as the research field, tries to analyze the
writing characteristics of Xiao Xiao’s tea essays, and puts forward Xiao Xiao’s
philosophy of life and spiritual realm inspired by tea affairs.

In the introduction, the origin of Xiao Xiao’s tea writing and the problems that
this paper tries to solve are presented. The second section is about the background of
Xiao Xiao’s tea writing and his works. In the third section, the worldview of “I am the
emotion”, the expression of natural imagery, the integration of object and heart, and
the concept of “Bide” are explained to illustrate the writing style and performance of
tea writing. In the fourth section, the spirit of the tea people, which is to understand
the heart through objects, elaborates on the humanistic and materialistic aspects of tea
and the moisturizing effect of tea on the heart. Trying to illustrate the dual approach
of intellectual and sensual in Xiao Xiao’s tea writing, as well as the philosophical
thinking of life through the drinking and making of tea, through the relationship

between mind and object, etc.
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Tea is the materialization of the integration of mind and matter, and through the
elevation of the heart, it reveals a higher spiritual realm. From Xiao Xiao’s tea essays,
this article clarifies the empirical evidence of tea and nature to the lubrication of tea
and the human heart, as well as the humanistic materialism and the spirit of the Tea

People that are centered on tea.

Key words: Tea Writing, Tea Literature, Tea People, Xiao Xiao, Compatible with

mind and object
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Book review of Chiu Kuei-Fen’s

The Global Path of Taiwanese Literature

Lin, Pei-Yin
Associate Professor,
School of Chinese,

The University of Hong Kong

Abstract

The Global Path of Taiwanese Literature (2023) represents the culmination of
Chiu Kuei-Fen’s extensive scholarly dedication to the exploration of indigeneity and
global concerns within Taiwanese literature. It stands as an exemplary work within the
field of Taiwanese literary research. The book raises a fundamental yet significant
question: in today’s globalized society, how can Taiwanese literature, as a non-Western
dominant literary tradition, facilitate greater access for non-Chinese readers beyond
Taiwan to engage with its literary offerings? Comprised of six chapters, the book
delves into a range of topics. Chapter One elucidates why Taiwanese literature aligns
with Casanova’s notion of “small literature.” Chapter Two, the book’s most
theoretically rich chapter, critically examines research paradigms such as “World
Chinese Literature,” “Sinophone Literature,” and “World Literature.” Chapter Three
explores the cosmopolitanism inherent in Taiwanese literature in the new century.
Chapter Four, utilizing the writings of Wu Ming-Yi as a case study, analyzes how

b}

Taiwanese literature, as a “small literature,” can be embraced by English-speaking

readers. The final two chapters extend the inquiry beyond conventional print literature,
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examining the feasibility and limitations of mediums such as the documentary Le
Moulin and Ng Kim Chew’s concept of the “Republic of Southern Sinophone
Literature.” This book not only invites a reexamination of the “big” and “small”
debates within the global literary landscape, but also provokes contemplation

regarding the diverse literary factions within Taiwan’s internal literary system.

Key words: Chiu Kuei-Fen, The Global Path of Taiwanese Literature, World Literature,

Taiwanese Literature
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Beecroft, Emily Apter, Pheng Cheah %2 F 153 » 3245 A CL H SR - B
T - SE SR SRR bt B 5y AR SO B BOCRE IR » DLSRAE 1 Sl A1
ERER TP SCEFERH - FAE 1990 FARCEERYES JIbln - BRI 2SR
g o SARHS - F) 2020 FHSUERNAERAEREE T " Books from Taiwan ; DIZE » Hl

3 Chiu, Kuei-Fen, “Taiwanese Literature in Two Transitional Contexts: Sinophone Literature and
World Literature” in Pei-Yin, Lin and Wen-Chi, Li, eds., Taiwanese Literature as World
Literature (New York: Bloomsbury, 2023), pp. 22-23.

4 % R, Beecroft, Alexander, “World Literature without a Hyphen. Towards a Typology of Literary
Systems”, New Left Review, no. 54(2008), pp. 87-100; Apter, Emily, Against World Literature:
On the Politics of Untranslatability (London: Verso, 2013); Cheah, Pheng, What Is a World?: On
Postcolonial Literature as World Literature (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2016).
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Liu, Yi-Chen ( %14 % ) , “Reading Taiwan through Japanese and French Literatures: The
Surrealism of Le Moulin Poetry Society” (# Bk X 2 HF L&  AEFAUBEE L L) in
Pei-Yin Lin and Wen-Chi Li, eds., Taiwanese Literature as World Literature (New York:
Bloomsbury, 2023), pp. 69-80.

14 4 ®, Glissant, Edouard, Betsy Wing trans., Poetics of Relation (Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press, 1997).
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