(GAXZ22%) FHE+HEHY
2024 % 6 f H 37-66

g% - KB - BER
Flxrn CRRFTHE) FHELERHA
TR ESHET

4% %
BT = &S A B EEFE N BEREIHR
MY S

ARG ERF LR AL (FREE) (2008) o K g 22 [F] 78 5 2 i i
PR SES AT - — T IR REET TR B TE AR AT [R] R TR 2 R 1 A ) -
ABAN - BLRERRE ~ B~ T Hs s KBRS THIRET T FEARE - SCE B ER A
AT B T 2 M P JE o bt 2 [R] 8 2 - Gl FLAE e R B f 2 £ 5k M ATE
ZEREL - WARES R ey T EEE - EH (EREE) ZBHZH T EERHFR
TERR LB Jeis > B 7 — i A RS T A s 2 N & - stk QSRR
Frepgstit X BSREREy (GBS REER » RIS/ #i (R 15
- RSN RS R RE ~ ZIUEE

ARSCLL TR o 2R S LR 2 [F SR S B R - HRIRF R (ERE
) BHFEZGER S hHUR T A MEREGRI B - MRETT G S FEFRI Rk -
SRR (EERER) LUK - SGEF R R - BERERN B > DITER
B~ R EAHBRAY T - AR T S TR ARV S SR B - R L T BB S S 22
AL FRERE (ELRER) ER - REseBE L0 ~ JEElE ~ JEfhERE R -

2024 3 A 14 B4 ;202454 A 17 AFEE@G 5 2024 F5 A 12 BT84 4 -
DOI: 10.30381/BTL.202406_(44).0002



38 (&6BHXE2HR) Futwill

FERIFEE A K 2 R SRR E & - &
FNG-b- LRl DRE Villba=E -4 et

il
&
O
sy
|
G
R
38
HF
W

JehRS - WS FEE]

B - EBXATES RELEE - EEELEE T EER » ZITAR



HIE - B - K AES CRREAR) PHRLRRALRSHEETR 39

The Disable, Underclass, Intergenerational:
On the drifting lesbians and homoerotic

practice in Zero Chou’s Drifting Flowers

Tseng, Hsiu-Ping
Associate Professor,
Department of Taiwan Culture, Languages and Literature,

National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Revisiting the representation of the underclass lesbians’ sexual desires and
situations in Zero Chou’s Drifting Flowers (2008), this article, on the one hand,
highlights the analysis related to the politics of sexualities, on the other hand,
underlines other aspects interweaved with sexualities, such as disabilities, classes,
generations, regions, and the nation-state’s institutions, as well as power. This article
first analyzes in-depth the visually impaired lesbian subject of the underclass, which
has been neglected in the related literature to display the predicament of a queer with
disabilities under the welfare system and ableism. By discussing the butch-femme
representation in the film, this article intends to point out how Drifting Flowers topples
the stereotypical butch-femme role-playing by depicting the relationship and
homoerotic interaction among several lesbian subjects. Finally, this article explores

the intergenerational/ cross-era inheritance in the film by discussing how (elderly)
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lesbians reverse/ perform the idea of (heterosexual) marriage with the formation of an
alternative affective community and a gender-diverse family.

This article uses the term “drifting” to name the cultural feature of these
underclass lesbians and to underline that while representing the draftiness of lesbians,
Drifting Flowers also hints at the characters’ ability to build a utopian future after
underdoing the traumatic experience. This article ends with discussing the imagery,
such as the train and railroad running through the three parts of the film to create the
intersection of the present and the past, as well as the virtuality and reality, connecting
the particular queer time and heterogeneous space where the intergenerational/ cross-
era practice of queer eros is possible. Drifting Flowers exemplifies various lesbian
images in Sinophone cinema. By reading it closely, I hope to emphasize the lesbians
who are not the mainstream, urban, middle-class, or intellectual elites but belong to
the underclass to reflect on the phenomenon in tongzhi/ queer cinema where gender

and sexualities are differentiated and stratified.

Key words: lesbian cinema, visually impaired lesbian, elderly lesbian, butch/ femme

representation, gender-diverse family
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