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Colonial Modernity and the Empire of Love:
The Representation of Same-Sex Love

in Colonial Taiwan and Korea

Chen, Pei-jean
PhD Candidate,
Department of Asian Studies,

Cornell University

Abstract

This paper seeks to examine the knowledge production of free love and sexuality
in colonial Taiwan and Korea, with specific focus on how the normative ideas about
same-sex love were created, transformed, and translated into local cultural practices
in an effort to "modernize" the individuals under the Japanese rule. Due to the need of
mobilization of national/colonial subjects, the discovery of the individual as a modern
identity in the early twentieth century East Asia brought about the outer expression of
human desires, which had been restricted under the system of Confucian rites. Especially,
the liberation of sex was the most conspicuous affair and one crucial indication of
modernity during the colonial time. The emerged sexual discourses during the 1920s
and 1930s produced a great variety of sexual subjects, through highly diversified
debates on masturbation, venereal disease, birth control, and prostitution in publishing
industry. Built upon this social condition, this paper traces the specific cultural debates

and literary practices that represented the same-sex love events in public media,
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with special focus on Taiwan Nichinichi Shimpo and Taiwan Min Bao published in
colonial Taiwan and Dong-A4 Ilbo, New Women and Pyolkon 'gon magazine published
in colonial Korea, to show how the writings and columns encompassed sexual issues
by local intellectuals demonstrate the specificity of interior modernization and addresses

complex issues of modernity.

Key words: Colonial modernity, Sexual discourses, Same-sex Love, Yi Kwang-su,

Yang Qian-he
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3 A : Lefebvre, Henri, John Moore trans, Introduction to Modernity (London & New York:

Verso, [1962]1995), p.191.
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—RUFE R R AR B VR AR 7 B Sy AR o F o LIRS ORI
SE LRI T T B MR AR AL TR T W (8 B AR R - —

TORXFEMZAR TR, Atmeeks (HHEEH) 1910 FEXHADRFEA
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o REBEHFREETR cHFRL: R (EHFELR) (FH) 37 (FLAA) AFLd
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Korean Studies vol. 14, no. 1(2009), pp. 1-34. 8 KX B| & fx ¥t # #R 69 £ £ Koyama, Shizuko,
RyosaiKenbo.: Constructing the Educational Ideal of Good Wife and Wise Mother(Leiden: Brill,
2012).

12 3 A : Foucault, Michel, History of Sexuality, Volume 1(New York: Random House, 1984).
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( gendered sites)

13 3% %4 R, : Friihstiick, Sabine, Colonizing Sex: Sexology and Social Control in Modern Japan

(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003).
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35 A, : Weston, Kath, Families We Choose: Lesbians, Gays, Kinship(New York: Columbia University
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