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How to Do a History of Homosexuality

in Literature: 1960s Taiwan

Chi, Ta-wei
Assistant Professor,
Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature,

National Chengchi University

Abstract

While homosexuality is found in documentary materials on Taiwan in the first half
of the twentiethcentury, it was not clearly represented in local literature until the 1960s.
This article responds to and supplements David Halperin’s work in How fo Do the
History of Homosexuality, which is Eurocentric, male-centric, and focused on history per

se rather than on literary productions. The article intends less to construct a history of

homosexual literature as if the category of “homosexual literature” were some

sort of given than to consider how the persons, desires, acts, and knowledge of
homosexuality are produced in a literary history by analyzing key works in the Taiwan
of the 1960s. Although Kenneth Pai is widely acknowledged to be a pioneer of
representing homosexuality, it is in fact a mistake, though a common one, to reiterate
Pai as the only seminal writer of sexual dissidence in Taiwan. The 1960s featured
other seminal writers, whose contributions to our knowledge of homosexuality must
be recognized along with Pai’s. The plurality of the 1960s is found not only in the

temporal coincidence of Pai with other writers but also in the cooperation of local

authors with literary critics such as C. T. Hsia, a mentor figure to Pai’s generation,
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who detects signs of homosexuality in local literature. The subjectivities found in
1960s literature are also more pluralistic than presumed. Whereas some characters
in 1960s fiction resemble today’s self-sufficient subjects of homosexuality, more
figures are elusive subject-effects of homosexuality that demand more attention in

contemporary LGBT studies in and on Taiwan.

Key words: Kenneth Pai, David Halperin, C. T. Hsia, David Der-wei Wang,

Subject-effect
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University of Chicago Press, 2002), pp. 1-23.
A F EH <J%zi=—£©$4’zlﬂ*—zr’aﬁé SRBUEMBESL) — AR 0 TREAR
B EAMBETFELOFAXERERT - CAMHXF o BRRMEYEERE D




68 (LW BER) Bt =

RPAAN » FRREIFEZ —BIEREIP K - I A IEEHEM - $£375X
ARICRRERFE W T B e BAESOFRAVAIEE ~ 5B 7 /NOFMR (EE1) BRI
AR EZME ~ R T ALOFERFEERE CRATFRE) M (ide) FF5H (EET)
WU« 2K - BETRKG ]~ 2R 7T TR R o ORI
REEERESCR L (EEGEFGSCRL) PEEIERNERE — - itH
FSHPROLOER (BER) WETEEESORER £ - @Rtz Aafime
ESORATTREANA ~ i3 S BB PR S R S ML - T S RE MUK R & S B B Yy
fl BT 8% -

ANt o ERE T BH e BAY R EAR R S RMEE R AL - AR H ARy
RA/IVINEESL » AP s ~ 239050 ~ Gl el B H5% - AE D RERN
PR ACHEIY » HR Ty L P 5 8 R SR Bl G R 2R R BELART % ~ — IRER 2

ASCGAEE S « %S (1937- ) BRSUEHFHHAOER - Hil
TEZx (FHILBIRTFEAFEE ) th2 8 1RGSR SRR - 225 (1907-1980 -
eEeBFR =1 R/ (EE) (1961) ~ B (1939-) - [EHIE
BAEEMEE) e (BkZE) (1971) rhiysEiR /e ~ R (1926-2013 » tEH
FBERIB) MRR/DNG (FEEE) (1963) FF - #HRH LB EER
BT EIRG I T - SE251F5E ~ MEARAFAE T LR | ¢ BRHER L Z 1P A 7K
BRGR - AATEALATA 0 BTSRRI A E 550 - ZHAFRERE HILBAATHE - R

(HEBFANMBER) SRR ECRREHESOE ; BG T IREEB V3 il

REHZCRNE —FENEE - ERER (LEIRCENAR) (1968) HIMEK
(1947- LEEEBFEE5L) - BARZHIL BT - WoRER H L5 FH I
M5 BTDIARSCE AR i R R

FEHFELFHELEF B LU R T EESCER ) B T RS ) DR
fy TEITERE ) BUREE > RAEANOFMBEREREAAE T 2 T EESCRE, R
HUE — R LAY ELAR - 1A B Ath 25 e B IO 22 ik i EL A S 2 FRFE (]

R (EB) (1961) Z@pIsh - B A Mm X FrE— —HAERFME YK LA RE—
— A SOFR (MEFEEZOFR) 9 XA AMEF R FE—2OFRAEZ
Moy g R AR D (R RIBE ) (B SR s BUe $38) % 3 4 & T (1998
#£9H) H235-259 ¢




JefT B EICER S L HE 1960 SFREE X RATE 69

BAOFRASORRS > 2REMNEBR T TRAMEER, 2 EEASOFRIX
RS LA - ASCREILES - — ~ FEERUE I 5 = A0 S AE R R A
= RSy G Ry

MR AR

HRESCRRIMTFE B ARG - T RIS E 2 ) A T RSSO E? | 2
BB AR o BRI AZIBEIER - FERRMERE © R TERAIEE SO
HIE T EE N EAIIRAES S -

FAE 1990 4 FAGEAERS AR LA (RABRERER ) (The Epistemology
of the Closet) 'EFE[FITERREE 2 ; MEB R B A ANHNRFEEEIERBE A
¥92) 5 (incoherence) * o LRI » #EHFRRE - FILUEHA LIFRZR « [H
MERE T DU EE R i 28k CERAS A A SE s SR B iR 8 ) - i JE—#2e
AN —BETE A TE - FEAGETRH © 372 A —J7IHHEs T PREFEAY ) (minoritizing

FEAR T ABUREE ) BRI B R E R R — A B A & 0 EIR
CATDUR MR AR RIS 5 S — 5w > AlKH{E T W REERY J Cuniversalizing ;
FEAR Tk MEED) BEL R R TR R R S 0 RE R SR R (AL
R RS S RS ) * - EWMEB QLT E - AR E T &
AP AR o (RMERR AR ) B — IR 5 IR R - HETIHE T %
A ISR ) T B IRER R T SRR o % B R B R AT

J& i # Sedgwick, Eve Kosofsky, Epistemology of the Closet (Berkeley: University of California
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