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Sinophone Literature
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Abstract

Sinophone studies tend to conceptualize “Sinophone” in terms of the dialectics
between the dominant Chinese culture and its local variations in the Sinophone world.
The importance of place-basedness is often underscored. Though seemingly opposed,
both Shih Shu-mei’s call for “postcolonial resistance against diaspora” and Wang
David’s theorization of “post-loyalism” treats “Sinophone” as a hybridized, heterogenous,
and place-based production that is distinctive from the authentic Chinese culture. This
article argues for the consideration of Sinophone literature as multiple places-based
production, and challenges the dominant discussions of (one) place-basedness. To

illustrate the multiple places-based production in a transnational context, it examines
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the reception and reproduction of Sinophone Malaysian literature in Taiwanese literary

awards and poses timely inquiries into the definition of Sinophone literature.

Key words: Sinophone literature, Sinophone Malaysian literature, place-basedness,

minor transnationalism, literary award, world literature
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1 Tsu, Jing, Sound and Script in Chinese Diaspora (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2011).

Howard Chiang ed., Transgender China (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012). Howard

Chiang and Larissa Heinrich eds., Queer Sinophone Cultures (New York & London: Routledge,

2013). Lingchei Letty Chen, “When does ‘Diaspora’ End and ‘Sinophone’ Begin?” Postcolonial

Studies (2015), DOI: 10.1080/13688790.2015.1050975.

Shih, Shu-mei, Visuality and ldentity: Sinophone Articulations across the Pacific (Berkeley:

University of California Press, 2007), p. 4.
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13 Shih, Shu-mei, “Forwards: The Sinophone as History and the Sinophone as Theory,” Journal

of Chinese Cinemas vol.6, no.1 (2012), p. 5.

Lu, Sheldon, “Genealogies of Four Critical Paradigms in Chinese-Language Film Studies,” in

Audrey Yue and Olivia Khoo eds., Sinophone Cinemas (New York: Palgrave, 2014 ), p. 21.

Tee, Kim-tong “(Re)mapping Sinophone Literature,” in Jing Tsu & David Der-wei Wang eds.,

Global Chinese Literature: Critical Essays (Boston: Brill, 2010), pp.77-91.

18 shih, Shu-mei, “Introduction: What is Sinophone Studies?” in Shu-mei Shih, Chien-hsin Tsai,
& Brian Bernards eds., Sinophone Studies: A Critical Reader (New York: Columbia University
Press, 2013), pp. 11-14.
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24 Dirlik, Arif, “Literary Identiry/Cultural Identity: Being Chinese in the Contemporary World,”
MCLC Resource Center (2013), (retrieved from: https://u.osu.edu/mclc/book-reviews/literary-identity/,
September 19, 2016).
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% \Wang, Yiman, “Alter-Centring Sinophone Cinema” in Audrey Yue and Olivia Khoo eds.,

Sinophone Cinemas (New York: Palgrave, 2014 ), p. 28.
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By (R P Rn HEGEZE A & - JER ] BL/E ) (Sinophone Malaysian Literature: Not
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Tan, E.K., Rethinking Chineseness: Transnational Sinophone Identities in the Nanyang Literary
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